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EXECUTIVE BOARDPresident’s Message
 reetings! What a wonderful time we had at the 
February Collage Demo!  It was so wonderful to see so 
many of you turn out for the first of our member artist’s 
demos. It seemed that everyone had fun and it was a 
wonderful experience to create art with one another and 
learn something new. I hope those that attended learned a 

little about my favorite medium and that it inspired you.
  In March, we will meet again at the library for the demo by esteemed 
oil landscape artist Rob Impellizzeri. Our next member-led demo will be in 
April and member Sherri Trout will show us gourd artistry. Her gourd art 
is stunning and her processes are amazing!
  Get ready for the People’s Choice Awards!!! We are back with the Simi 
Valley Street Fair!! The date is Saturday, May 9th and we will be at the 
corner of Galena and Cochran at the YMCA. Thousands of people attend 
the street fair so I may need a little help counting the votes! We are going 
to have 2 awards this year, 1 is the “fan vote” and the other will be judged 
by a professional to add incentive and avoid any favoritism.
 Thanks for being such great members!  I’ll see you at the 
March meeting!

 Katy Kearny
 President

G

ART DEMOS at a GLANCE
 

 
 

For further info call Katy Kearny, 805-579-9199 or email the Board at svaaprints@gmail.com. Demos/General Meetings held usually on 
3rd Thursday of the month, 7pm. at Simi Valley Public Library Community Room, 2969 Tapo Canyon Rd.   The SVAA gallery is located at 
Store#140, 1555 Simi Town Center Way, Simi Valley



GUEST DEMO ARTIST
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Artist Statement: 
 I am inspired to interpret my lifelong connection with nature, and I strive to inspire others to enjoy 
and preserve the natural beauty and variety of our western landscapes.   For this reason much of my 
work is done plein air where I attempt to engage the viewer by the use of suggestive brush strokes thus 
providing an opportunity to explore and blend the shapes, values and colors of my paintings.  I want my 
paintings to be visually exciting both up close and from a distance.  The e!ect of being representational 
from a distance yet somewhat abstracted up close excites and satis"es me.
Biography:
 Rob Impellizzeri's interest in art started at an early age and continued through his teen years when 
he won regional competitions in pastel and oil crayon. Thus rewarded and inspired, he took private oil 
painting lessons from a reclusive artist in a rustic art studio in the New Jersey woodlands.  Though he 
maintained a passion for art, he pursued a di!erent path in life, graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, then serving in the Army and retiring as a Colonel.  He subsequently served and 
retired as a Program Engineering Manager in the aerospace defense industry.  These careers took center 
stage until 2010. 
 In September 2010 on a beach in Hawaii, Rob met Rich Gallego, an accomplished artist/instructor living 
in the high desert area near Acton, CA.  Rich became Rob’s mentor, providing excellent instruction and by 
being a sounding board for the sharing of ideas.  In his desire to continue to grow, Rob participated in a 
life changing 10 day intensive workshop in June 2011, conducted by the acclaimed landscape painter, 
Scott Christensen in Victor, ID.  The lessons from past greats, such as Carlson, Payne and Zorn, #owed 
from Scott, and Rob continues to apply those lessons daily.  Rob has continued to seek out excellent 
instructors, and has been fortunate to study with Matt Smith, Jean LeGassick and Kevin Macpherson.  
 Rob is on a continuing journey of growth through study and practice, as well as in the development 
of a unique style as an oil painter which can be described as representational from a distance yet 
somewhat abstract up close.  His plein air approach springs from the inspiration he gets from his love of 
nature, and his use of suggestive brush strokes provides the viewer the opportunity to explore his 
paintings.  By engaging the viewer he hopes to inspire others to enjoy and preserve the natural beauty 
and variety of our western landscapes.  Rob regularly ventures out to paint and battle the elements from 
the high desert, to local ranch properties, and to the coastal mountains and seascapes of California.
Exhibits:
2015 – UBS Exhibit – UBS in Westlake, CA 12 Jan- 4 May
2014 - ABRA Gallery "small" Themed Exhibit- ABRA Gallery, Westlake Village, CA 21 Jun-11 Jul
2014 - Conejo Valley Arts Council at the Hillcrest Center for the Arts, Thousand Oaks, CA from 14 Feb - 5 
May 2014
2012 - The Arthur Gallery in Moorpark, CA from 25 Feb-1 May 2012
Awards:
Thousand Oaks Art Assoc. (TOAA) 2014 Member Show, Nov 2014 - 1st Place Oil/Acrylic - Farmland and 
Poppy Fields
Simi Valley Art Assoc. 2014 Open Juried Show, Oct 2014 - 2nd Place Oil/Acrylic - Farmland and Poppy 
Fields
TOAA 2014 Open Juried Show, Feb 2014 - Honorable Mention Oil/Acrylic – Out West
TOAA 2013 Member Show, Nov 2013 - 2nd Place Oil/Acrylic - Asilomar Sand Dunes 
Westlake Village Art Guild 2013 Open Juried Show, Apr 2013 - Honorable Mention Oil/Acrylic - Prelude to 
Morning Glory
TOAA 2013 Open Juried Show, Feb 2013 - Honorable Mention Oil/Acrylic - Prelude to Morning Glory
A!liations: 
TOAA – Artist Member / Membership Chairman
California Art Club – Associate Artist Member
Publications:
Ventura County Star – Article 7 June 2013

For further info contact Katy Kearny at 805-579-9199

7:00 pm on Thursday, March 19, 2015, at the
Simi Valley Public Library Community Room

R O B E R T  I M P E L L I Z Z E R I  O I L S  
impellart.com



GALLERY NEWS
Backup Gallery Coordinator/Scheduler:  Donna Snyder 805-527-6797

email knollsfolly@roadrunner.com 

 Our Simi Valley Art Gallery remains open on weekends, 
you can find a pathway to us even with the limits the 
construction has caused.  
 Our General Meeting was held at the gallery this 
February. We hosted a collage workshop given by our 
President, Katy. We had a great turnout and alot of fun; 
as well as a wonderful learning experience. Thank you, Katy.  
 We are looking forward to our People’s Choice Awards Show, 
which will be held at the Simi Street Fair this year in May. 
We are delighted to have our old spot back, so please let 
Katy know if you are interested. Please 
consider entering our People’s Choice 
show as well.   
 Gallery Artists please don’t forget to 
rotate out your work. Possible sales 
ahead with Easter and Mother’s Day 
just around the corner. 
 We have a new date for the theater 
Grand Opening of August 4th. Looks 
like construction will be around for 
awhile longer.  
 Thanks again to the Simi Valley Town Center for our space 140. 
We not only are able to showcase our artwork, but are able to supplement funds for our 
Simi Valley High Schools’ Scholarship Program.

www.simivalleyart.org
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Reminder:
Gallery space requires sitting the gallery as well as being an active 

member in the association.  Everyone needs to do their part, so that the 

gallery does not become a burden for a few, but a pleasure for all.

 New members who would like to add links to their personal websites or upload some 
art works to the SVAA Members Page, please contact our Webmaster, Barbara Burde 
at hhkid76-wm@yahoo.com. 

From our webmaster, Barbara Burde:   Check out our updated Resources 
page onthe web site for more links to national and local art organizations, art material 
suppliers and instructional/educational references. 

SVAA Board Open Positions:
p

Corresponding Secretary
Gallery Coordinator

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES:
Publicity/Newsletter/Web Site/Facebook
Fundraising/Solicitations
Program Coordinator - assists the Board in planning 

   Demos/Workshops/Plein Air
Annual Open Juried Show
People’s Choice/Re-Mastered Show (Members Only Show)
Hospitality/Reception (General Meetings/Special Events)

non-profit organization of 

choice when you shop at  

AMAZON SMILE! 

for donations and  fee 

payments - check 

SVAA members, have you heard?  Wearing a 

personalized name tag or badge to the 

general meeting will entitle you to one free 

ticket for the door prize drawings!   Here are 

some name tags seen recently -- 

WANT A FREE TICKET FOR 

THE DOOR PRIZE?
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 David Deyell Deyell is one of the featured artists at the Plein Air Show at UBS running Jan to May 4. Reception March 26 at 
3011 Townsgate, Westlake Village 3rd floor. RSVP at 805.367.3639.
  Stella Kwan and Sherri Trout were among the featured artists at the CCCA Chinese New Year event at Thousand Oaks Civic 
Plaza last Feb. 21.

 Boi Sibug won 3rd Place & Popular Choice, Going Home, watercolor at the Monthly Competition, February 10, Torrance Artists 
Guild.  Judged by Jeff Sewell.

 SVAA Members: We take pride in our members and by that we want to be able to congratulate and acknowledge you and your 
achievements in our own little way by including you in our newsletter. Let us know if you got juried in or won an award or if you are having

a show. Email: svaaprints@gmail.com. Place “Newsletter Submission” in the Subject line. Forwarded emails or emails without subject 
may not all be opened due to internet security reasons and spamming.

Congratulations...

KATY KEARNY - FEB 19 Collage Demo

 Simi Valley Plein Air Artists Group meets once a month. We will be meeting on March 9th at the Conejo Valley Botanical Garden, 
400 West Gainsborough Road, Thousand Oaks 91360.  Directions from Simi:  Take the 118 west onto 23 south to Janss Rd., turn right to 
Moorpark Rd., turn left to Gainsborough Rd., turn right, go to Jeannine Ct.  The Gardens will be on the left.  
For more information call:  Bobbi Yablow 818-645-4592 or Susie Tse 805-469-1968   ALL SKILL LEVELS ARE WELCOME !!                                              
 The Camarillo Art Center members’ Spring Juried Show starts March 8.   Opening reception and awards will be held on Sunday, 
March 8, 1-4 PM at their gallery located at 3150 Ponderosa, Camarillo, open on weekends 1-4PM.   Please check web site www.cacweb.net 
and their new Facebook Page for more info. 
 The annual Westlake Village Art Guild Open Juried Show begins April 3, 2015 and runs through April 29, 2015  at the Thou-
sand Oaks Community Gallery at 2331-A Borchard Road, Newbury Park. 
 Santa Paula Art Museum presents “Dos Del Sur:  Carlos Grasso & Sylvia Raz” on Jan. 31-June 14. 

The Blackboard Gallery at Studio Channel Islands Art Center in Camarillo is pleased to host an exhibition of painting and 
sculpture by two contemporary artists, Gretchen Batcheller and Ty Pownall.  The exhibition runs from March 10 to April 3 at The 
Blackboard Gallery.  The free Artists’ Reception is on Saturday, March 14  from 4 – 6 pm.
 Studio Channel Islands Art Center and Blackboard Gallery are at 2222 Ventura Boulevard in Old Town Camarillo.  Hours are Tuesday 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Wednesday through Friday 11:00 to 5:00 and Saturday 10:00 to 3:00. For information, visit 
www.studiochannelislands.org or call 805-383-1368. On the First Saturday of the month, as many as 40 professional resident artist studios 
are open to the public.

LOCAL ART HAPPENINGS



MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:  Welcome to new members  Victoria 
Marble and Mike Yamada!
2015 Membership renewals were due in January so please 
remember to send them in or come to the March meeting to 
join or renew.  Email svaaprints@gmail.com of any 
email/contact or address changes.   The position of Vice 
President/Membership Chair is currently vacant so anyone who 
can volunteer to be Membership Coordinator is most welcome.  
Please contact a Board Member for more information.
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: Thanks to all who have 
signed up and please  contact any Board member or Committee 
chairs for questions. 
MORE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Our fees are $35.00 for yearly dues with $15.00 for the second 
family member. Students will remain at $15.00 for the year with 
a $3.00 demo fee unless, accompanied by a paying adult - then 
they get in for free. Membership dues are non-refundable. A 
donation of $5.00 for members and $7.00 for non-members is 
requested at the door for the monthly art demonstration and 
general meeting at the Simi Valley Public Library Community 
Room. Membership form is now available for download at our 
SVAA website (http://www.simivalleyart.org/membership.html).
MAGAZINE/BOOK/MATERIALS FUNDRAISER: 
Do you have any old art books or magazines that you have read 
or no longer need? Or how about art materials that you know 
you won’t use? Please bring them to our monthly meetings.  We 

M E M B E R S H I P  I N F O R M A T I O N

Newsletter submissions must be made by the 20th of the month. Send your 
articles via email: svaaprints@gmail.com. Place “Newsletter Submission” in the 

Subject line. Forwarded emails or emails without subject may not all be 
opened due to internet security reasons and spamming.

will have a table set up where members and guests can “buy” 
them for a donation. Clean out that clutter!
BOARD MEETINGS: Members are welcome to attend tthe 
monthly board meetings every 1st Wednesday of the month 
at the Simi Town Center Art Gallery at 6:30 PM. Please call any 
board member to confirm in case of any reschedules or agenda 
suggestions.
SVAA Website:  To visit, go to:  http://www.simivalleyart.org/. 
There you can find information about our past, current and 
upcoming events, demos and meetings, guest demo artists, event 
calendar and schedules, members list, members’ artwork, event 
photos, and other information you might need regarding our 
organization.
SVAA Facebook:
Like us on Facebook. Feel free to comment on our posts or “Share” 
posts from our Facebook Page timeline to your own timeline or 
your friends’. You can also Share our posts as a Facebook message. 
To visit our facebook page go to: http://facebook.com/SVAAINC. 

“To be an artist is to believe in life.” 
-  Henry Moore 
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OPPORTUNITIES
  SVAA members  interested in joining the rotating art exhibit at the Simi Valley Library, should sign up at the next 
      SVAA general meeting on Thurs, Feb.  19

Santa Paula Society of the Arts’ upcoming 78th Annual Art and Photography Show opens at 12:00 PM on March 10, 2015 
and closes 6:00 pm on April 8th.  SHOW & ENTRY LOCATION: Blanchard Community Library, 119 N. 8th Street, Santa Paula, California 
93060.  ENTRY DATES:   Thurs., Mar. 5 (Noon-8:00 pm) and Sat., Mar. 7 (10:00-2:00 pm) at the Blanchard Community Library. Non-selected 
entrants will be notified by noon, March 9th.  ENTRY FEES:  A fee of $20.00 per painting or photograph is payable when registering. Entry 
fee is non-refundable. Limit two entries.  RECEPTION:  Saturday, March 21, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Music provided by Barry Cooper. All participating 
artists and photographers attending the reception will be given a special ballot to vote for a unique Jury-Of-Your-Peers "Award of 
Excellence." Special and public balloting closes at 5:00 p.m. after which the awards ceremony will begin at 6:00 p.m.

SVAA ALUMNI NEWS
Richard W. Evans has published 
a book “How to Draw Every-
thing,” available on Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble.  Richard resides 
in Simi Valley with his wife, also 
an SVAA alumna, PJ Bellini.  
Congrats, Richard!

Some SVAA members were fortunate to have attended a rare 
live model painting demo by renowned painter Mian Situ at 
the Kwan Fong Gallery - Cal Lutheran University.

L-R:  Stella Kwan, Phyllis Van 
Crombugghe, Mian Situ, 
Michelle Daniel, Bessie Jacinto, 
Donna Snyder


