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EXECUTIVE BOARD

SECTION

Greetings from the SVAA BOARD
Dear members,  

     Summer has arrived and social distancing restrictions 

have lessened.  As you know, many restrictions have 

been lifted.  That’s good news.  However, our Association 

does not hold meetings or activities during June and 

August.  We usually resume in September.  Depending 

on what our Board decides, we may not have any 

meetings or demonstrations until the first of next year.  

Don’t let this discourage you because we will continue 

to have our art shows.  I am pleased to announce that we are planning our Open 

Juried Show.  It will be held at the Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 

Atrium, in late September and early October.  This will be our first show since 

the reopening of businesses.  We will be taking in your artwork to be displayed 

in the atrium and a reception will be scheduled to announce winners and a 

chance for us to visit with each other, in person!  More information will come to 

you in August so start thinking about creating some new artwork for this show.

 We are still continuing to submit your quarantine artwork in our newsletters.  

Thank you to all of those members who have participated so far.  It has been a 

wonderful way to expose your artwork.  To submit your artwork, send your 

artwork to Victoria Marble at victoriamarble2015@gmail.com 

 On June 24 members met at the library to add or switch out their artwork for 

display.  Members are welcome to join and it’s free and a great way to have your 

artwork displayed for public viewing and sale.  The next change-out is 

scheduled for August 26th @10am.  Terry Walson is our Library Director, so if you 

have any questions, make sure to contact her at trwalson@hotmail.com.

Lastly, I want to introduce another new member to our association, Susan 

Contreras.  Susan lives in Valencia Thanks, Susan, for joining the Simi Valley Art 

Association.

 Happy Independence Day!

 Tom

Happy Birthday

                                                                                                    

UPCOMING EVENTS
David Deyell Watercolor Society Demo
 In September, David Deyell will be doing both a demonstration and giving a workshop for Valley 
Watercolor Society. For information on this Thursday, September 9th demonstration, look up the website 
for Valley Watercolor Society and go to EVENTS. The demonstration will be on ZOOM and goes from 7PM 
to 9:30PM. Under EVENTS you will also find  info on David’s Sunday, September 12 watercolor workshop. 
The event is from 9 AM to noon and costs $45.00 for non-members. It will also be held on ZOOM. 
Emphasis will be on what we learn and use from plein air painting. Materials: use what you have.
 At this time, we expect the Thursday evening demo will be free. If you have questions, please email 
David Deyell



Artists Quarantine Works
 We would like to now take the time to acknowledge our local artists who have continued to 

persevere and create through these trying times. We face these new challenges together, and 
we recognize art as the universal language which illustrates this facet of the human 

experience. If you have art you would like to share for next month’s issue, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Tom or any of our Board Members.

Victoria Marble
Fathers Day, digital illustration

2048p x 2048px

SusanBernet
Sunshine, Pastel

9.25 x 7.5 in



Artist of the Month 

 David Sgambellone. Born in Glendale Ca. 3rd generation grew up 

in the San Fernando Valley, 20 miles from Los Angeles, Ca.

 As I look back over the six decades of my life, a path of art and 

graphic communications unfolds.

 My first glimpse of art was on the streets of greater Los Angeles. 
On many cross town trips to visit relatives, I was exposed to buildings 

with great architectural designs, artistic signs and billboards. 

Returning home in the evenings was even more impressive. The 

colorful Art Deco Mulholland fountain near Los Feliz and the neon 

covered windmill at Van De Kamp’s bakery. It was the era of flashy 
colorful neon signs that lit up the night. Sixty years later I can still see 

some of those images in my mind.

 Art and math were my favorite subjects in school. High School is 

where I developed an interest in ceramics.

 My first employer in the early 60s was the Hearst Corporation in 
the print media field.
 Between 1968 and 1970 I served in the US Army Signal Corps, 
working in electronic communications.

 After returning home from the Army, unemployed with no career 

plans, I started painting motorcycles for a little income. One particular 

motorcycle I painted belonged to a friend from High School. His father 

owned Rembrandt Sign Co. in the City of San Fernando, Ca. As it 

happened they were looking for help and I was seeking employment. 

I was hired as an apprentice sign painter. In my early 20’s I began my 

artistic career hand lettering signs, silkscreen printing and general 

sign construction at Rembrandt Signs. 

 In 1972 I move to Simi Valley, Ca. still working for Rembrandt Signs, 
I began doing some hand lettering (Moon Lighting) on the side for 

local business in Simi Valley. In 1976 I met Stan Carstairs, owner 
Carstairs Signs.

 I began working with Stan, constructing electrical signs also work-

ing with plastic, wood and neon. When Stan retired I started my own 

Sign Company, DL Signs in 1989.
 In 2004 with encouragement from my beautiful wife Linda, I took a 

watercolor class which took my life into another artistic direction. 

Since 2004 I’ve been painting watercolors regularly and in 2010 

started creating ceramic art.

 Since moving into semi retirement, I’ve designed, developed and 

patented two art related products



MEMBERSHIPS
Membership information can be found online at our website: www.simivalleyart.org    **Members: 

Please note that this is the time to renew your SVAA membership

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: Please sign up for the committees.  Thanks to all who have 
signed up and please  contact any Board member or Committee chairs for questions. 

MORE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 
Our fees are $40.00 for yearly dues with $20.00 for the second family member. Students  at 

$20.00 for the year with a $3.00 demo fee unless, accompanied by a paying adult - then they get 
in for free. Membership dues are non-refundable. A donation of $5.00 for members and $7.00 for 
non-members is requested at the door for the monthly art demonstration and general meeting. 

security reasons and spamming.

Newsletter submissions must be made by the 20th of the month. Send your articles via email: info@simivalleyart.org. 
Place “Newsletter Submission” in the Subject line. Forwarded emails or emails without subject may not all be opened 

due to internet security reasons and spamming.

QUOTES: 

SVAA Members: We take pride in our members and by that we want to be able to congratulate and acknowledge you 
and your achievements in our own little way by including you in our newsletter. Let us know if you got juried in or won 

an award or if you are having a show or speaking/demo engagement. Email: info@simivalleyart.org. Place “Newsletter 
Submission” in the Subject line. Forwarded emails or emails without subject may not all be opened due to internet 

security reasons and spamming.

Like us on Facebook. Feel free to comment on our posts or “Share” posts from our Facebook Page 
timeline to your own timeline or your friends’. You can also Share our posts as a Facebook message. To 

visit our facebook http://facebook.com/SVAAINC.
****Members  interested in having photos of your artwork on facebook or website, please contact Terry 

Walson @trwalson@hotmail.com 

SVAA Facebook:

Members who would like to add links to their personal website  or upload some art works to our 
website, contact Terry Walson at  trwalson@hotmail.com 

MESSAGE FROM OUR WEBMASTER Check out the new “SVAA Happenings” feature on the website home 
page:   http://www.simivalleyart.org/.   Here will be current news, with
links to more complete information about the item.   It is time to renew your SVAA membership.  Forms 
and payment via PayPal are on the Membership page.  Not yet a member?  Join us now – the same form 
is used for new memberships as well as renewals.

Library venue
This is a good opportunity to display your art!!!  SVAA members interested in participating in the 
rotating art exhibit at the Simi Valley Library should contact the SVAA Board. The next change-out date 
is Thursday, August 26th @ 10am. For further information, please contact our treasurer Terry Walson at 
trwalson@hotmail.com

"Art is a line around your thoughts."
-- Gustav Klimt


