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President’s message
Dear Members,  
     We have set dates for our �rst general meeting / 
demonstration and our annual People’s Choice Art 
Show coming this spring.  Our general meeting / 
demonstration will be Thursday, March 16th, 6pm to 
8:30pm.  Please mark this on your calendar.  The 
demonstrator will soon be announced.  A prospectus 
with all the information and important dates for the 
People’s Choice Art Show will be available soon.  We 

also will be announcing our plans for celebrating our 60th anniversary, so 
make sure to read our emails.
 Thank you to those members who have renewed their membership for 
2023.  If you have not renewed your membership, they are due so please 
make your payment.  See our website for information or contact Jason Lubas 
at mastersketcher@gmail.com.  We have two new members to introduce:  
Leyman E. Young and John Tolson.  Welcome and thank you for joining our 
association!
 Congratulations to member and our Treasurer, Terry Walson, as Artist of 
the Month!  Terry works with her husband’s business, manages so many 
things for our association (i.e. our website, Facebook and Library art 
displays), yet still �nds time to create art!  She has won many art show 
awards over the years and has sold some of her artwork as well.   
Congratulations Terry!
 Tom

  

 

Art Technique-
Mural s any piece of graphic artwork that is painted or applied directly to a 
wall, ceiling or other permanent substrate.  Mural techniques include fresco, 
mosaic, gra�ti and marou�age.  There are many notable muralists including 
artists Keith Haring and David Alfaro Siqueiros.

Happy Birthday
• Jason Lubas February 18



Acknowledgments
 Our Association recently received a much appreciated donation from 
Mr. Gary Sparks, Founder/President of Red E Services, here in Simi Valley.   
Red E Services is a Healthcare Service Consulting Company that o�ers an 
array of services. To mention a few: from Sta�ng to Food & Nutrition to 
Facility/Safety & Security and more.  Thank you Gary, for your generous 
contribution.  
 A special thanks to our longtime SVAA member, Phyllis Van 
Crombrugghe, who has worked at Red E Services for over 30 years, 
through which Gary learned of our organization.  Phyllis is also very 
involved in our organization and volunteers her time helping with our 
art shows and library displays. 

Opportunity
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District is looking for an art instructor to teach at the Simi Valley 

Senior Center. Open to a wide range of mediums. Previous art instruction/teaching is preferred, but 
not necessarily required. For more information please contact Bryan Horstmanshof: bryanh@rsrpd.us 

or by phone at (805) 584-4443.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Helle Urban who got an honorable mention at the Westlake Art Guild Members 
Show in January.  Also Helle was written up in SHOUTOUT LA magazine.  https://shoutoutla.com/-

meet-helle-urban-artist-illustrator.



SVAA Members’ Artwork 
If you have art you would like to share for next month’s issue, please don’t hesitate to contact Persy Evans or 

any of our Board Members. 

Helle Urban
Daydreaming,Oil,11” x 14”

Helle Urban
Three Amigos, Oil, 24” x 20”

Sandra Keppler
Cocoa, Scratchboard

Sandra Keppler
 Majestic Sierra Palette

Metal print

Sandra Keppler
 Peli's Perch

Scratchboard

Sandra Keppler
 Tank

Scratchboard
Sandra Keppler
 Kaley's Heaven

Metal print



 Since childhood I was always drawing or painting, mostly self-taught. 
My art is created from what touches my heart and soul through thoughts, 
feelings and memories. I’m not an artist that plans ahead, I just let it 
happen on the canvas. 
  But so it goes, life happens and my art was put on a back burner for 
quite some time. Since picking up my paint brush again later in life, I have 
worked with just about every type of art medium and have studied under 
some great teachers at the California Art Institute in Westlake Village, CA 
and  Pierce College in Woodland Hills, CA.  I always try to be enrolled in 
some type of workshop or class to keep my creativity and aspirations 
going as well as looking for and trying new techniques.
  I wanted to get more involved in the art community and I remembered 
the art gallery that I would always walk past while shopping at the mall.  So 
in 2011, I walked into the SVAA gallery and that is when I �rst met Donna 
Snyder, working the front desk. I asked her how I could join the association 
and after that, the rest is history. Started as the Recording Secretary and 
currently serve as Treasurer and also handle other duties. Since we were 
short on volunteers and I wanted to see SVAA continue, I stepped in, rolled 
up my sleeves and learned very quickly how and where my help was 
needed. And as the saying goes, “I wear many hats” and still do to this day. 
 On the same year I joined, I entered the SVAA open juried show, not 
possibly thinking I had a chance of winning.  I won 2nd-place in the 
watercolor category. It was my very �rst entry in an art show.  I have 
continued to win awards ever since.

Terry Walson
Artist of the Month 



MEMBERSHIP
Membership renewal is due.  We rely on our members to be active as soon as possible because we believe 

in our goals to enrich our community with the beauty of art and the people who creates art.  So please 
renew if you haven’t already done so, as we need your presence and participation to continue our e�orts.  
We also would like everyone to submit a new membership form with your current contact and birthday 

information (mm/dd). Membership information can be found online at our website: www.simivalleyart.org

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: 
The Board needs committee volunteers. Please sign up because your help is vital.  Thanks to all who have 

signed up and please contact any Board member or Committee chairs for questions. 
MORE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

Our fees are $40.00 for yearly dues with $20.00 for the second family member. Students are $20.00 for the 
year. Membership dues are non-refundable. A donation of $5.00 for members, $7.00 for non-members 
and $3.00 for students (unless accompanied by a paying adult, in which case demo fee is free) will be 

requested at the door for the quarterly art demonstration and general meeting.

SVAA Members:   
We take pride in our members and want to congratulate and acknowledge you and your achievements, by including you in 

our newsletter. Let us know if you were juried in, won an award, or are having a show or speaking/demo engagement.  
Email: Persy9@gmail.com   and type “Newsletter Submission” in the Subject line.  Newsletter submission must be made by 

the 20th of the month. Forwarded emails or emails without subject may not all be opened due to internet security 
reasons and spamming.

Like us on Facebook. Feel free to comment on our posts or “Share” posts from our Facebook Page timeline 
to your own timeline or your friends’. You can also Share our posts as a Facebook message. To visit our 

facebook http://facebook.com/SVAAINC.
Members interested in having photos of your artwork on facebook or website, please contact Terry Walson 

@trwalson@hotmail.com 

SVAA Facebook:

Library venue
 This is a good opportunity to display your art!!!  We are looking for members interested in doing a 
“solo art exhibition” at the Library.  The exhibit will change every two months.  The library committee will 
do all the work.  All you have to do is drop o� and pick up your artwork. Your art must be properly 
framed and wired.  No saw-tooth hangers.  
 The next change out date will be March 16.  But if we don’t have any  member interested in doing a 
solo exhibit, then we will go back to a monthly exhibit of all member’s art.  If you are interested in 
having your own exhibition, go to this link for more information:  http://www.simivalleyart.org/
library-display.html 
 You can also contact our treasurer, Terry Walson, at trwalson@hotmail.com if you have any 
questions.

“As an artist, you create a vision of your interpretation”
-- PEvans

Alumni News
SVAA 60th Anniversary celebration.  Details to be announced soon.


